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Report 

Staff Academy organised a lecture of Mr. S.D. Hiwale on a topic ··Public Participation 

in Rural Development'' on Tuesday 29111 June, 2017. Before his speech he and the present 

faculty memb�rs were welcomed by Dr. C.V. Sirsat and in his small speech. he shared 

few thoughts on Mr. S.D. Hiwale. 

In the opening his speech Mr. Hiwale pointed out that public participation 1s ,·cry 

important in the development of villages which are far from the main stream. With the 

rise of the East India Company in India, the villages which were independent became 

dependent, the society which was united became divided. The man who was social and 

society oriented became self-oriented. The British rule also upset the balance u!' 

economic life 
' 

in the villages. The gradual destruction or rural crafts broke up the union 

between agriculture and domestic industry in the countryside and thus contributed to the 

destruction of the self- sufficient rural economy. They suffered poverty. malnutrition. 

disease. cultural upheaval, economic exploitation. political disadvantage. and systematic 

programmes aimed at creating a sense of social and racial inferiority. India's "·calth 

was drained to a great extent during this period. British rule in India hit the lndirn1 

economy so hard that it was never able to recover. Religious conflicts and gaps 

expanded. 

People participation 1s must for the development or any nation. Without people 

participation it is impossible for the administration to ,vork effectively. Around 70<Yc> oi' 

India's popu)ation is still living in rural areas. Rural development, in general. is a 

strategy designed to improve the economic and social life or people in a rural settlement 

and, in particular, it focuses on the rural poor, comprising the small-scale farmers. 

tenants and the landless. Since rural development is intended to reduce poverty. it must 

be clearly designed to increase production and raise productivity. Rural development 

recognises, however, that improved food supplies and nutrition, together with basic 

services such as health and education, can not only directly improve the physical \\·el I

being and quality of life of the rural poor, but can also indirectly enhance their 








